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Permission to carry out scientific field work in Brånakollane nature 

reserve in Larvik municipality, Norway 

 

We refer to the application dated 18. of March 2022, and to additional information by e-mail on the 

29. of April. 

 

For legal purposes “Legal basis” (Lovgrunnlag) and “The County Governor’s decision” 

(Statsforvalterens vedtak) is written in Norwegian, but an English translation is also included. 

 

The application 

The FORGENIUS project (funded by the EU) is applying for scientific sampling of beech trees and soil 

in Brånakollane nature reserve in Larvik municipality, Norway. The purpose of the sampling is to 

characterize the genetics of beech trees in Brånakollane in order to evaluate resilience, adaptability 

and quality of forests with regard to climate change. The project deals with genetic characterization 

in many forest areas in Europe. 

 

The sampling involves: 

• Genetic characterization of 25 dominate or codominate beech trees (leaf samples). 

• From each of ten dominate or codominate beech trees, three tree ring core samples will be 

taken from the trunk, and two or three leafy sun-exposed branches (about one meter long) 

will be collected. 

• Five soil samples collected with a soil auger. 

 

The field work is planned for July, and sampling equipment will be disinfected before taken into the 

nature reserve. 
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Legal basis 

The regulations for Brånakollane nature reserve 

The purpose of the protection of Brånakollane nature reserve is to protect an area with deciduous 

forest, including an almost pristine beech forest. Furthermore, the purpose is to protect endangered 

and rare species and habitats found in the area.  

 

The vegetation is protected from damage and destruction. Removal of plants and fungi, or parts of 

them, is prohibited. 

 

The County Governor is the administrative authority for the nature reserve. 

 

Nature Diversity Act (nml) 

Section 48 states that:  

 

The administrative authority may grant exemptions from the regulations of nature reserves 

if it is not contrary to the purpose of the protection decision and cannot make a significant 

impact on the conservation values, or if safety considerations or important public interests 

make it necessary. 

 

According to section 7 of the Nature Diversity Act, the principles set out in sections 8 to 12 shall 

serve as guidelines for the exercise of public authority. The principles states that decisions must be 

based on sufficient knowledge, that the impact of the ecosystem shall be assessed on the basis of 

the cumulative environmental effects, that the project owner bears the costs of any environmental 

deterioration, and that techniques and methods of operation are environmentally sound. 

 

Lovgrunnlag – in Norwegian 

Verneforskriften 

Formålet med vernet av Brånakollane naturreservat er å bevare et område med edelløvskog, 

herunder en tilnærmet urørt bøkeskog. Videre er formålet å verne truede og sjeldne arter og 

naturtyper som finnes her.  

 

Vegetasjonen er fredet mot skade og ødeleggelse. Det er forbudt å fjerne planter og sopp eller deler 

av disse fra reservatet. 

 

Statsforvalteren er forvaltningsmyndighet for naturreservatet. 

 

Naturmangfoldloven (nml) 

Den generelle dispensasjonshjemmelen i verneforskriftene ble i 2009 erstattet av § 48 i natur-

mangfoldloven, der det bl.a. heter: 

 

Forvaltningsmyndigheten kan gjøre unntak fra et vernevedtak dersom det ikke strider mot 

vernevedtakets formål og ikke kan påvirke verneverdiene nevneverdig, eller dersom 

sikkerhetshensyn eller hensynet til vesentlige samfunnsinteresser gjør det nødvendig. 

 

Etter naturmangfoldlovens § 7 skal prinsippene i §§ 8 til 12 legges til grunn som retningslinjer ved 

utøving av offentlig myndighet. Prinsippene innebærer at vedtak må bygge på tilstrekkelig kunnskap, 

at føre-var prinsippet legges til grunn ved kunnskapsmangel, at påvirkningen av et økosystem 

vurderes ut fra den samlede belastningen, at tiltakshaver bærer kostnadene ved eventuell 

miljøforringelse og at teknikker, driftsmetoder og lokalisering av tiltak er miljøforsvarlige. 
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The County Governor’s assessment 

The scientific study will contribute to the knowledge of the beech forest’s genetics and ability to 

adapt to climate change. We consider the extent of sampling to not have a significant impact on the 

conservation values in the nature reserve. 

 

In an e-mail dated 11. of May, forest manager Per-Ivar Hanedalen writes, on the behalf of the 

landowner, that they have no comments on the proposed field work. If there is a need for use of 

roads and keys, they want the costs to be covered. This comment has been passed on to NIBIO who 

will assist FORGENIUS with landowner contact and access to the nature reserve. 

 

The knowledge base is considered sufficient to take a position on the application, and the 

precautionary principle is given little weight in the assessment, cf. nml §§ 8 and 9. As long as the 

sampling is carried out carefully, we consider the impact on the ecosystem and conservation values 

to be minimal, cf. nml § 10. The tree ring core samples entails holes in the tree trunk, which will be a 

possible entrance for fungi and other pathogens. The holes are small (slightly over 5 mm in 

diameter), but we require that the openings be sealed with suitable material to minimize the risk of 

infections. Those responsible for the field work have biological expertise and the premises are 

therefore the best for a careful and knowledge-based sampling, cf. nml. § 12. To avoid the 

introduction of unwanted species and plant diseases, we require that sampling equipment and 

footwear must be cleaned and disinfected before being brough into the nature reserve. Nml § 11 is 

considered not to be relevant in this case. 

 

 

The County Governor’s decision 

Pursuant to section 48 of the Nature Diversity Act, and with reference to the application and the 

comments above, the County Governor grants permission for scientific sampling in Brånakollane 

nature reserve in Larvik municipality.  

 

The permit is granted on these terms: 

 

1. The number of tree ring core samples, branch samples and soil samples are in line with what 

is described in the application. 

2. The field work is carried out in a careful manner mindful of the conservation values in the 

area. 

3. All sampling equipment and footwear must be cleaned and disinfected before being brought 

into the nature reserve. 

4. The holes in the ground from the soil sampling are filled with adjacent substrate. 

5. The holes in the tree trunks, from the tree ring core samples, are sealed with wooden dowels 

or other suitable material. 

6. This permit must be available on site when the field works take place, and must be 

presented on request. 

7. The permit is valid for two years from today’s date. 

 

 

 

Statsforvalterens vedtak – in Norwegian 

Med hjemmel i naturmangfoldlovens § 48, og med henvisning til søknaden og merknadene ovenfor, 

gir Statsforvalteren tillatelse til prøvetaking i Brånakollane naturreservat i Larvik kommune.  
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Tillatelsen gis på disse vilkår: 

 

1. Antall kjerneborprøver, greinprøver og jordprøver skal være i tråd med det som beskrives i 

søknaden. 

2. Feltarbeidet skal gjennomføres på en skånsom måte for naturverdiene i området. 

3. Alt prøvetakingsutstyr og fottøy skal være rengjort og desinfisert før det bringes inn i 

naturreservatet. 

4. Hullene etter jordprøvetaking skal fylles igjen med nærliggende substrat. 

5. Hullene i stammen etter kjerneborprøvene skal tettes igjen med tredybler eller annet egnet 

materiale. 

6. Denne tillatelsen skal være tilgjengelig på stedet når feltarbeidet foregår, og skal kunne 

fremvises på forespørsel. 

7. Tillatelsen gjelder i to år fra dags dato. 

 

Right of appeal 

The decision can be appealed within three weeks after this letter has been received. Any complaint 

should be substantiated in writing and sent to the County Governor of Vestfold and Telemark. The 

appeal body is the Norwegian Environmental Agency. 

 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Arne Christian Geving (o.a.) 

Chief Adviser 

  

 

Fred Marius Svendsen 

Senior Adviser 

 

This document is electronic approved 
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Per-Ivar Hanedalen (e-mail)    

 

 

 


